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Worh ant) Workers. 



Two articles of interest have lately appeared in memorial of Dr. Hort, one 
in the Expositor and one in the Expository Times. Both are written 
with that tone of affection which shows the personal charm of the man, but 
we wish to note what they tell of the method and character of his work. 
Both emphasize the thoroughness of his work. It was said of the printing of 
the Westcott and Hort Greek Testament, " when we thought it was all finished, 
Dr. Hort went over it with a microscope." In study he was not satisfied till 
he had gone to the bottom of every difficulty. He was almost too fearful of 
not doing sufficient justice to every point he had to deal with. " And in this 
no doubt lies the explanation of the fact that, with the exception of the" New 
Testament "mentioned above, and of a smaller volume containing his two 
most characteristic and valuable Dissertations on the true reading of John i. 
1 8, and on the Constantinopolitan Creed and other Eastern Creeds of the 
fourth century, he has left nothing but scattered papers in one or two journals 
behind him." His modesty and the range of his studies are also noted. 
This last affected his method as a worker in his chosen sphere. " He was 
always large in his view ; and notwithstanding his extreme fastidiousness and 
minuteness in investigation he always escaped the charge of pedantry." "As 
a lecturer, he was not popular with undergraduates. But no professor in any 
subject lectured to so many Bachelors and Masters of Arts." He took great 
pains with his lectures, but his great attraction was his sympathetic patience 
with all opinions and his great readiness to help all students, even those out 
of his own line, with whom he was thrown into even casual contact. 

Oxford, like other places of Christian learning, has been touched by the 
thought of the Bible as a widening revelation to widening capacities receiving 
the things of God; and it is interesting to note lecture- course titles which 
would hardly have been understood twenty-five years ago. Perhaps the Uni- 
versity itself shows not so much of this as one would think who remembers 
that Cheyne, Driver, Sanday, are all Oxford professors. The fact is that the 
neo-Catholic party, now dominating the Established Church, seeks and finds 
its inspiration through the Church; and it is in the dissenting bodies that the 
new enthusiasm for Scripture exists. The younger ministers talk of the 
revival of religious life which they expect from a coming wave of Bible read- 
ing. A few Sundays ago in London I found one of the older ministers, Dr. 
Clifford, a Baptist leader, trying to help on the reading in a practical way. In 
the earlier part of the service he gave what might be called a prelude on the 
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meaning of the " Song of Songs." The sketch was very interesting, but I do 
not know whether Dr. Clifford gives these preludes regularly. 

To return to the University. Canon Cheyne is not here this term, while Dr. 
Sanday is convalescent after severe illness. Nevertheless he is giving some 
of his courses, including one on " New Testament Times." At Mansfield, Mr. 
Bartlett lectures on " Development of Piety and Theology in the Primitive 
Church." Dr. Drummond, principal of Manchester New College (Unitarian), 
and well-known as the English authority on Philo's theology, is giving an " Intro- 
duction to the Fourth Gospel." On the whole, however, the New Testament 
work of the term shows few interesting features. There is more to attract on 
the Old Testament side. Canon Driver's most advanced course deals with 
the Minor Prophets. About fifteen men are with him in this study, which is 
rather elaborately textual. Perhaps half of them have been drawn hither 
from the Merchant Taylors' School in London. That school, a little oddly, 
affords teaching of Hebrew. Mr. Gray, of Mansfield, an unusually attractive 
lecturer, is treating of Second Isaiah and the " Theology of the Psalms." Mr. 
Ottley, one of the " Lux Mundi" essayists, is lecturing on Old Testament The- 
ology, and the undergraduate who wishes to study the theology of single 
books, has a choice of Genesis (in Hebrew), Isaiah, two books of Psalms, Ezra 
and Nehemiah. Manchester New College has a tendency to general inqui- 
ries, and its two Old Testament courses concern " Introduction to the Litera- 
ture and Religion of Israel," and " History of the O. T. Text." The Rev. J. 
E. Carpenter is the lecturer. F. R. S. 

The subject of the Bampton Lectures for 1893 is " History and Perma- 
nent Contents of the Doctrine of Inspiration." In other words, Dr. Sanday 
will trace the history of the doctrine from 400 A.D. backward somewhat 
minutely, and then compare the result of his investigation with modern appre- 
hension of the truth of Inspiration. 

What does Dr. Sanday look like ? What did the undergraduates, as they 
looked across from the galleries, and the Vice-Chancellor, the Doctors, the 
Heads of Colleges, the Tutors, the Fellows, the M.A's, and the strangers 
within the gates, as they looked up to the tall pulpit,- — what did they see ? 
They saw a tall thin man dressed in black gown and Geneva bands. They 
saw a long thin face wearing a sweet expression, enlivened by bright, merry 
eyes, and broadening somewhat to a fine forehead. They heard a light clear 
voice speaking in a manner best described as "steady by jerks." Canon 
Driver has the same manner, but more jerky. 

Dr. Sanday did not waste much time in his preface. For good or for evil, 
he said, the dictum is now accepted that the Bible is to be studied like any 
other book. He regretted that the assumption had lain near at hand, " Then 
■the Bible must be like any other book ; " but he believed that naturalistic 
criticism has gone as far as it can go, and that we are now on the way back 
to a better temper. 
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After announcing his subject, Dr. Sanday remarked that until the present 
century the doctrine of inspiration had received no additions since 400 A.D. ; 
and then he proceeded at once to consider the problems presented by the New 
Testament. He said that these problems were three: I, Growth of the 
Canon ; 2, Significance attributed to it ; 3, Grounds for inclusion of some 
books and exclusion of others. 

1. No council defined the limits of the Canon, but in the West Jerome's 
translation fixed them practically ; while in the East the struggle for admission 
was largely over by 200 A.D. During the preceding century a process of 
selection and reduction was going on. 

This division of the lecture dealt largely with Harnack's theory that the 
Canon sprang into existence between 150-180, as a weapon forged by the 
Catholics to use against the Gnostics. He admitted that the Gnostic conflict 
hastened the formation of the Canon, but showed by much cumulative evi- 
dence the length of the consolidating process. 

2. The doctrine of the Fathers as to the significance of the Canon might 
be called " high." Every verse was of equal importance in their view, and 
might be used in all sorts of combinations for establishment of doctrine and 
destruction of heresy. Dr. Sanday traced a constant " low " doctrine, how- 
ever, quoting largely from Origen at this point. 

3. First ground of inclusion, apostolicity. This argument won a place, 
finally, for the Apocalypse, and tended to deny one to " Hebrews ;" but the 
latter was included, as reflecting Paul. A second ground took in Mark and 
Luke and the Acts, because vouched for by apostles. A third ground was 
found in the Reception by apostolic churches ; and here we come to a most 
important factor, namely, the influence of leading churchmen, as Athanasius 
and Epiphanius. Dr. Sanday said that this influence was stronger the further 
back the historian tests it. The last ground assigned — one that operated for 
exclusion — was the mystical use of numbers, which desired four gospels, 
corresponding to the cardinal points, etc. 

I have given a hasty summary of the first lecture in a series which may 
not be epoch-making, but will be useful and helpful to many ; for many are 
feeling after the clear resume' of history and the enunciation of doctrine 
which Dr. Sanday's lectures are going to supply. F. R. S. 

Oxford, February 27, 1893. 

Professor W. Muss Arnolt, of John Hopkins University, has accepted 
a call to the chair of Biblical Literature at Michigan University. Mr. Muss 
Arnolt is known as a writer on Semitic subjects. He has an article in the 
forthcoming number of the Hebraica on A Comparative Study of the Baby- 
lonian Creation Tablets. 

The Theologischer Jahresbericht has passed under the editorial manage- 
ment of Professor Holtzman, of Strassburg. Doubtless it will continue to 
maintain the same high character as under the late Professor Lipsius. 
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The Holy Synod, the official body of the Russian Church, has determined 
to direct the revision of the Bible in Russian. A body of scholars has been 
appointed to conduct the translation, and the approval of the Czar has been 
obtained. It is expected that the publication will be ready in about two 
years. This seems to be a biblical movement eastward, from the English 
through the German to the Russian. 

The following are among recent articles on the Aristides Apology, discov- 
ered lately by Professor J. Rendel Harris : A translation, with exegetical and 
critical annotations, by Dr. Raabe, in the Gebhardt - Harnack Texte und 
Untersuchungen, Band IX; another in the Tuebingin Quartehchrift ; dis- 
cussions of the age of the writing in Hilgenfeld's Zeitschrift. 

The closeness with which the whole world of scholarship is bound together 
is illustrated by a movement, almost simultaneous, of several biblical and 
theological journals. It is a movement toward the admission of articles in 
different languages in journals intended to appeal specially to scholars. Two 
journals are already doing this. One is the Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie. 
Another is the Zeitschrift of the German Oriental Society. In our late 
exchanges we note that the number of these polyglot periodicals is to be 
increased, nor is the increase to come only in Germany. At the last Old 
Catholic Congress at Lucerne it was determined to found a new Catholic 
theological journal. It is to be called the Internationale Theologische Zeit- 
schrift, and will be edited by Professor E. Michaud, of the Catholic theo- 
logical faculty of the University of Bern. It will be a quarterly, having arti- 
cles in French, German or English. Another comes from the Russification of 
the University of Dorpat in the Baltic provinces. It is a theological journal, 
to be called the Utishonyia Sapisky, or Learned Documents, and is to be 
published by the Council of the University. In addition to Russian, articles 
will be admitted in Latin, as well as in other European languages. Nor is 
America to escape the influence of this universalization of scholarship. 
Hebraica will hereafter be open to articles in other languages than English. 
The next number is to contain, among other things, an article in German by 
R. Kraetzschmar, of Leipzig. All these things are evidences that scholarship 
as well as steam is drawing the world together. 

The death of Dr. Worcester, professor of Theology at Union Seminary, 
has left this chair vacant for the second time within a few years. Dr. Briggs 
will fill the post temporarily. 

A catalogue of books on Oriental languages has recently been published 
by Mr. James Thin, of Edinburgh. It is particularly full under " India" and 
" Hebrew." 

An elaborate work is just published by Dr. Max Ohnefalsch - Ritter. 
It contains the results of his excavations during the last twelve years in 
Cyprus, and is entitled Kypros, the Bible and Homer. It consists of 500 
pages of letter -press, with 219 plates. It is historical, but gives special 
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attention to the inscriptions, art and sanctuaries of the island. Mr. Gladstone 
writes an introduction for the book. 

The Cambridge Press will shortly publish a collection of popular articles 
relating to the history and archaeology of the Bible. It will be called the 
Cambridge Companion to the Bible, and will be bound up with copies of 
the Bible. The general editorial work will be by Professor Lumby. 
The following have written articles for the work : Bishop Perowne, Professors 
Robertson Smith, Gwalkin, Skeat, Davidson, and Rev. Mr. Houghton. The 
publication is expected in April. This should be a valuable addition to the 
popular helps on the Bible. 

Professor Sayce is spending this winter in Egypt. In letters to the 
Academy, he is noting not only his own work and the corrections of former 
readings of inscriptions, but the general progress of exploration, as well as 
the items of interest which an observing and scientific traveler would note. 
In a recent letter he mentions the work of the French Archaeological School 
during this season. They have copied and numbered all the inscriptions at 
Sehel, as well as on the main land between Sehel and Assuan, and will soon 
descend the river and superintend excavations at Kom Ombas. 



Professor Swete, who has already published, anonymously, a study of 
the Gospel of Peter, is soon to issue a more elaborate treatise on the same 
subject. 

On March 18 the Chicago Society of Biblical Research held its spring 
meeting. The following papers were presented : The Argument of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, Professor D. C. Marquis ; The Literary Structure of 
the Song of Solomon, Professor A. S. Carrier ; The Teaching of Jesus on the 
Kingdom of God, Professor A. C. Zenos. Professor Carrier took the ground 
that the Song of Solomon is not a drama in the modern sense, but rather a 
dramatic poem. He divided it into three acts, a division perhaps new. 
Another member of the Society, Professor Terry, of the Northwestern Uni- 
versity, is soon to publish a study of the Song of Solomon. 

Another venture, which indicates the growing interest in Oriental thought, 
is The Oriental Review, a bi-monthly, to be published at Washington. It is 
to be a popular magazine of Oriental science and comparative religion. Its 
aim will be to present, in a popular way, the results of the work of specialists 
in all lines of the fields covered by its subjects. It will also publish transla- 
tions of some of the ancient texts, having arranged at present for translations 
of the Buddhist Book of the Great Decease, the Precepts of Ptah-Hotep, and 
the Descent of Ishtax. It makes no claim to the advocacy of any particular 
school of thought, but appeals to that widening circle of broad scholarship 
which, not only on religious, but on literary and philosophical grounds, turns 
with increasing interest to the results of Oriental study. 



